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May Program:

On Saturday, May 13th, the Alexander Majors chapter welcomes local historian and author, Mrs. Roberta Bonnewitz.  Mrs. Bonnewitz has resided in Raytown for close to 60 years, where she taught elementary school.  Questions from her 3rd grade social studies class stimulated her interest in the local history of the Raytown area.  She is now an established authority on the history of the area from the time of the Indians forward.  She collaborated on the writing of the book, “Raytown Remembers”, published by the Raytown Historical Society.  Please join us to learn more about the history of our area!

Alexander Majors Chapter Ancestry

Many thanks to our new President, Rick Osborn, for being the first of our distinguished group to submit a brief history of one of his Revolutionary War ancestors. (I still need at least 45 other volunteers!!)

Frederick William Wills (1742-1796) was a corporal in the Albemarle County, Virginia Volunteers who marched to Williamsburg on May 2, 1775 to demand the return of the colony’s gunpowder by Lord Dunmore, royal governor of Virginia.

Frederick served the Revolutionary cause again when he was drafted into the Continental Army in 1779 for eighteen months.  While on a march to Richmond, Captain Muckelwain gave Frederick permission to substitute his eldest son, William Wills, for completion of his tour of duty.  Frederick also assisted the Continental Army as a patriot by providing nine days service and his horse to collect beaves/beeves.

Frederick married Frances Durrett in Fredericksville Parish, Albemarle County, Virginia before 1765.  They are the fourth great-grandparents of Robert and Rick Osborn.

Question for all:  What is a beave/beeve??

In Memoriam:

Judge Robert Wilson Berrey III, age 70, of Excelsior Springs, MO, passed away April 5, 2000 at North Kansas City Hospital.  Judge Berrey’s long and distinguished career included terms with the Jackson County Magistrate Court, the Missouri Circuit Court and the Missouri Court of Appeals, from which he retired in 1997.  He was an active member of the Sons of the American Revolution and many other prestigious groups.  At the time of his death, he was attending Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary with aspirations of being a hospital chaplain.  He is survived by his wife of nearly 50 years, Katherine; 2 sons and a daughter.  Our deepest sympathies to Judge Berrey’s family.







Excerpted from The Kansas City Star
Announcements:

Don’t forget that Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 14th!!  Where would we be without George Washington’s mother?

--The Alexander Majors Chapter now has its own web-site!!!  Many thanks to Randall Osborn for designing the new site.  Our new web address is:   www.geocities.com/sary2k/homepgone.html  Please log on and give it a try.

--A copy of the updated member roster is included with this newsletter for anyone who was not able to come to the April meeting.  Please advise Bob Corbett of any changes that need to be made.

--Please welcome our newest member to the Alexander Majors Chapter, Mr. Kevin White.  Thanks again to Kevin for presenting his ancestor’s history at our April meeting.

--As mentioned above, I am still in need of volunteers to submit a brief history of their Revolutionary War ancestors for publication in the newsletter.  These can be as brief or as detailed as you would like.  Please bring a copy of your patriot’s history to this week’s meeting or send it to me at my address below.  Thanks in advance for your participation.
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