Missouri Society
Alexander Majors Chapter

Sons of the American Revolution

Kansas City, Missouri

August 12, 2000

August Program:

Our speaker at the August 12th meeting will be Kevin Petrehn of KSHB-TV NBC 41. His topic will be Scams, Scam Artists and You. Included will be tips on how to spot a scam and how to protect us from scams and scam artists.

There will be time for questions afterwards and maybe a couple of us can relate our personal horror stories.
Announcements:

--The Annual Dinner for the Alexander Majors chapter will be held on Friday, November 10th, at the Hillcrest Country Club, 8200 Hillcrest Road, K.C. MO, from 6-9 P.M.  Please mark your calendars now and plan to be there.

--For those of you who really like to plan far in advance, tickets for the Winter Olympics in Salt Lake City during February 2002, officially go on sale October 10th on a first come basis.  See the Winter Olympic web site for details.

--Korean Service Medal Now Available---from Army Times.


After nearly 50 years of trying, the Republic of Korea has finally persuaded the Department of Defense to accept its offer to award the Republic of Korea War Service Medal to U. S. combat veterans of the Korean War.  To be eligible, veterans from all services must have served at some point from June 25 1950, to July 27, 1953.  To prove eligibility, Korean War veterans or their next of kin must submit a copy of one of these documents:


--DD Form 214, Release from active duty.


--DD Form 215, Correction to certificate of release from active duty.


--National Guard form 22, Release from active duty.

Send only copies, not originals.  If available, also attach one copy of any of these types of supporting documentation:


--Special orders assigning the member to or from the area of eligibility.


--Temporary duty orders or a completed travel voucher.


--Special awards or citations for awards granted by virtue of service in the area.

If copies of required documents are not available, service members may obtain them from the National Personnel Records Center (Military Personnel Records) 9700 Page Ave.  St. Louis, MO 63132-5100.

Send the documentation with a cover letter stating your request for the ROK War Service Medal and where you would like to have it mailed, to:




HQ, AFPC/DPPPRK




550 C St. W.




Suite 12




Randolph AFB, TX  78150-4714

--The Mid-Continent Public Library in Lee’s Summit will be presenting a World War 1 to the Gulf War Exhibition on Saturday, September 9th from 10 am-4pm.   Any military veterans who would be interested in displaying their memorabilia are invited to do so.   Compatriot Bob Davis has suggested that our chapter set up our own table with the various collections of our members.  This would be an exceptional public relations opportunity for our chapter.  Please contact Bob if you might be interested in contributing items for display or manning our table.

Revolutionary Ancestors!

Richard DURRETT (bef 1720 - 1784) -- demonstrated his patriotism by the substantial amount of material aid that he contributed to the Continental Army during the Revolutionary War on five separate occasions.  For example, he gave over 3,000 pounds of beef and 2,000 pounds of meal.  In total, his

contributions were valued at about 44 pounds.

Richard was a Huguenot.  The Huguenots were a group of French Protestants that were persecuted for their beliefs.  After the revocation of the Edict of Nantes in 1685 by Louis XIV, Huguenots were regarded as criminals unless they renounced their faith.  The Huguenots fled France by the thousands. Many came to England, and then emigrated to the crown??? colonies around the world.  About 40,000 came to America in the early 1700's. (Today, France is primarily a Catholic nation because of this early religious intolerance.) The Importance of Richard's faith is illustrated in his will, which meticulously bequeaths several religious books to various descendants.

Richard may be closely related, if not directly descended, from Paul Parrain De Durrett and Antonia of Bourges, Berry, France.  The family traditions extend back to Louis Duret (pronounced Duray in France), an eminent physician and professor in the last half of the sixteenth century.

Richard married Sarah Hampton before 1739 and lived for almost fifty years In Albemarle County, Virginia.  He became a solid and prosperous citizen in the community.  All of his children and their offspring lived within walking distance of his farm during his entire life in Albemarle.  Holidays and

family reunions were probably very robust occasions.  Shortly after his death, one of his daughters, Frances, left Albemarle for Clark County, KY with her husband, Frederick William Wills (see the May newsletter for the description of his Revolutionary War contributions).

Richard's gravesite has not been located, but it is probably one of the unreadable stones in the family cemetery at "Wakefield" near Earlysville in Albemarle County, Virginia.  Wakefield was the home of Richard's eldest son and still stands today.  Richard and Sarah Durrett are the fifth great-grandparents of Rick and Robert Osborn.
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