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April Program:


Saturday, April 8th, Mr. Thomas Gustafson of the Kansas City Laubach Literacy Council will discuss the tremendous problem of illiteracy within this community, and how and why the Laubach program works.





Program History:





In 1930, Dr. Frank Laubach was a missionary among the Maranao people of the Philippines.  He was deeply concerned about the overwhelming poverty and injustice they suffered, and became convinced that the ability to read and write was essential for them to begin to solve their problems.  Using a basic approach, Dr. Laubach found that even the most impoverished people could gain control of the written and spoken word.  He discovered the potential of volunteers, as newly literate Maranaos taught adult learners through a one-to-one instructional program that became known as “Each One Teach One.”  Dr. Laubach also demonstrated that literacy is an effective means for positive community mobilization and change.





Over the next forty years, Dr. Laubach visited 103 countries in an effort to bring literacy to the “silent billion.”  His teams of visiting and local literacy workers tirelessly field tested teaching materials and techniques in the search for effective methods of teaching illiterate adults.  A prolific writer and accomplished speaker, he wrote forty books on prayer, literacy, justice and world peace, and inspired congregations and community groups across the United States with his vision of a better world.





In 1955, Dr. Laubach founded Laubach Literacy.  This non-profit educational organization enables illiterate adults and older youths to gain the listening, speaking, reading, writing and math skills they need to solve problems they encounter in daily life; to take full advantage of opportunities in their environment; and to participate fully in the transformation of their society.








“ A literate person is not only an illiterate person who has learned to read and write, he is another person.  He is different.  To promote literacy is to change man’s conscience by changing his relation to his environment.  It is an undertaking on the same plane as the recognition and incarnation of fundamental human rights.”





			Frank C. Laubach, Founder (1884-1970)

















“Revolutionary” Facts:





Deborah Sampson Gannett, of Massachusetts, born in 1759, was the only woman to receive a federal pension for her military services during the Revolutionary War.  Gannett enlisted as a private in Captain George Webb’s Company of Infantry, Colonel Shepard’s Fourth Massachusetts Regiment in April 1781.  On her enlistment she used the name Robert Shurtleff and maintained the disguise of a man during the following two and a half years of service.  At Tarrytown, she was wounded by a musket ball that she refused to have removed at the time for fear of her secret being discovered.  She was present when Cornwallis was captured, and received an honorable discharge in November 1783.





							From  Ancestry Magazine, Vol. 18/No 2











Announcements





--The deadline for submissions to the MISSOURI COMPATRIOT summer issue is 13 May 2000.





--MOSSAR State Convention will be held in Springfield, MO on Friday April 28 through April 29.





--I am still in need of volunteers to submit a brief history of their Revolutionary War ancestors for publication in the newsletter.  These can be as brief or as detailed as you would like.  Please bring a copy of your patriot’s history to this week’s meeting or send it to me at my address below.  Thanks in advance for your participation.
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